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An Unknown Stevenson Item
What the Dealers Are Doing
Replies to Readers’ Questions

HITHERTO unknown Stevenson item

turned up in the Bed Cross sale beld

in london some wecks ago. Its title was

The Honging Judge, printed in Edinburgh
for private rirculation in 1887,

Bibli rs have only recorded the
edition of this play privately printed by
T. J. Wise, with an introduction by Fil-
mund Gosse, in 1914, It appears that Ste-
vensou wrote this play in 1887 and evidently
ha! a few cepics privately printed to be
sent out to friends, inviting eriticism,

The ropy here noted was purchased Ly
James F. Drake at the time of the sale, and
was formerly the property of William
Archer, the Londen dramatic eritie, upon
whose shelves it has remained all thes:
years undiscovered and unknown. Whea it
arrived in this country Stevenson collectors
flocked to Mr. Drake’s atclier to examine
the find, .

The sale of the famous Huth colleetion in
London the early part of this month was a

t suceess. ['rices were very Ligh, ami
American bidders failed to secure many of
the rare things they seat bida for, one gen
tleman remarking to THE SUN reporter that
out of forty two items he had bid os, be
only wos able to get fourteen.

Catalogues Received.

Alexander M. Brown, J Baeckman street.
Clearanee catalogue of books in all branchis
of litecature, 1148 items. A decidedly good
lot of interesting books priced at moving
figures.

I’. ¥. Madigsn, No. 79 of his Bulletin of
Autograph Letters, containing 86 items, of
which a fine Jetter of Patrick Hemry to
Richard Henry Lee; a good letter of J. H.
Ingram aboul Poe's Eaven; sod a letter of
John Boyle O'Reilly to Panl Hamiltou
Hayne are the ones of greatest interest:

Personal Notes.

W. H. Keeson, well known te the local
book trade as an expert cataloguer, died
laxt Monday. [le had beem in the employ
of tirorge I Smith for several vears, and
was recognized as one of the best posted
men in the eity,

Adalph Stager s in Washington anl
Baltimore imsjperting an important library
of Americana with a view to its parchiase.

Powner's book shop in Chicago has lost
its former manager, H, W, Howea, who is
now a soldier with the army in France.

Jumes F. Drake, Jr., is enjoring a vaca
tion in the Borkshires, travelling in his cur,
accompanicd by Mra. Drake.

Replies to Questions.

. M. O, Hollis, L. L—Single numbers
of old newspapers are seldom worth much
The Baltimore and Boston papers vou have
are worth about §1 cach. If the copy of
Tur Sex, vol, I, No. 1, is an original and
not one of the reprints made a few years
agn, it shoald be worth about $3; it would
b worth more if you could find some one
who mesdel it to complete a file of the
i"f"'"- The Harper's Weeklies are worth
about &2 per volume,

i. T. K. New York—Book eolloctors
usaally hold vnent books in higher estimation
than those which have been cut, largely be
ezuse the book i= thus in the condition it lett
the press. In the book trade, a book whose
top and fromt edges have never been sepa
rated is usually spoken of as being uncut and
unapened, so that 3 book that has had these
edzes separated may still be classed as un
eat. Unfortunately the book binder is newd
murch to blamwe for the mutilation of books
when he is permitted to trim the edges, when
he often cuts so close an to destroy portions
of the text and thus renders the book im
perfect,

Aa a rule few eollectors read the books
they buy.  Mr. fluntingten, for example.
could not read more than & very small por
tion of hix books, even though he lLived 500
yrars. No sJdoubt, as you may, collectors
should read what they buy, but as you will
goe, that s only possible to those who bave
very small eollections,

We do not locate Old Foaw, by Huneker.
Jt has not appeared in the regular issue of
his books and s very likely a magazine
article, iuformation about which may be had
at the PPublic Library.

Jo T, M. Newark, N. J. It is pretty
ecertain that Charles Dressel of vour ey
ecan supply what vou want,

G. K. I, New York—There are so many
things that euter anto the making of value
in old portraits that only an expert knows
Jf vou think vou have a Washingthn that
is unknown and desire Lo ascertain the facta
in relation to it there are two gentlemen in
New York that can give vou all information
and upon whose judgment vou may rely
Robert Uridenburg of Fifte-sizth =troct
pear Sizth avenoe, and Joseph F. Salun.

Miss K. L. R, Millville, N. J- -OM alma
nars are sought for by a number of private
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ATRICK F MADIGAN, 561 Filth Ave, N Y
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colleetors and poblic libraries. If you will
send Toe Sun a list of what you have and
will state what you expect of them it is
possible you may be put in the way of dis-
posing of them.

R. 0., New York—The original edition of
Dunlap’s History of the Arts of Design in
the Unsted States, has long been out of print
and haa sold in recent times for as much as
430 for the set of two volumes. It is prac-
tically unobtainable now. However, & new
edition largely extended and published in
three volumes, will soon be put upen the
market by C. 8. Goodspeed & Co., of Boston,
with pumerous illustrations of artists and
their work. As no advance copy has ret
been received by THE SUN po fuller deserip-
tion ean be givem yon.

M. B. L., Ricbhmond, 8. I.—Your pam-
phlets are very ioteresting and some of
them quite valnable. The list has been
handed 10 a dealer who will communicite
with you.

“The Poets of
- Modern France”

R. LUDWIG LEWISOHN is one of

the few critics in America whose
aefquaintance with the modern literatures
of at least three countries is such as to
lend a certain anthority to his words. To
liis two splendid little books—one on the
modern drama and one on modern German
literature—he has just added The Pocts
uf ”ﬂdﬂ'l France.

About one-third of the volume is de-
voted to a well wntten introduction on
the poetry of some thirly modern French
poets. In order to initiate the reader into
the Symbolic School Dr. Lewisohn begins
with Baundelaire and Verlaine, the fore.
runners of Symbolism.  There are es-
peetally illuminating passages on Emile
Verlaweren and Henri de Reguier.

The introduction, with all its eompaet
information, would scarecly be compleie
without examples from the poems them-
selves, so that Dr. Lewisolin has added
transiations of no less than sixty repre-
sentative lyries.

No one aequamnled with the sapersubtle
cadences of say Verlaine can renlize the
difficulty  of edequately  interproling
translation  alone 15 insuflicient
poems. Take the following lines, the con-
clusion of My Familar Diream, s there
not an echo of the onginal in them?

Her eyes are with a marble calmness filled,
And her grave saiee holds the faint ocho of
The cadence of dear soices that are stilhsl.

The teehnieal dexterity of Edmond
Rostand is the despair of trunslators. Dy,
lLawisolin has sueceeded 1n bringing over
into English the delicate strains of The
Dirwmmer, which apens as follows:

Early before the usseen cricket choir

lieats 1is small cymbal, twangzs its little Iyre,

When rosy green the dawming sky's un
blurred,

Ower the white road of the mountain fair,

Wandereth slowly, playing an olden air,

The drummer, hbandsome as au antique herd,

Iis

THE TOETS OF MODERN FRANCE. By
Lrvwia Lewisons. B, W. Huebach. $1.50,

Three New Guide Books

HE closing of Europe to all Ameri-

can tourists except those who are

exploring No Man's Laod with bayonets

mstead of Baedekers has resulted m s

How from the presses of muide books ta

our own not very well known but popular
land.

Americans who miss the Alps may be
consoled with 4 Gude to the White
Monntams, publisbed by the Honghton
Miffha Company at $2.75.
edition of M. F. Sweetser's famous guide
book, revised by John Nelson and mem
bers of the Appalachian Mountan Ciul,
Lt bas nearly 400 pages of text and plates,
but it fits the poeket. It will he welrome
to White Mountain lovers whose desire
for detailed information 1= not satisficd
by the motor guides.

MeBrnide & Co. have 1ssued, at 81.25,
tessde 1o the Natiwonal Parks of Ameriea,
compiled and edited by Edward Frank
AMien, editor of Travel. It is a book of
435 pages, pocket size, and includes maps
uf  Yellowstone, Glacier, Yosemite and
Mount Ranier parke. There are deserip-
tions of a dozen other parks and the
(irand Canon. =

Finding the Worth Whale in the South-
west, also ismued by MceBrde at $1.25, 15
the work of Charles Francis Saundiers.
He who wishes to beard the Navajo in lus
hlanket store or peer into the pueblos of
the Rio GGrande would do well lo earry
this small green volume.

This 1s a new
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'i‘he Auctionge_z—lsr(;n of 1917-15

Some Memorable Sales
Statistics of Auction Rooms
About $2,000,000 of Books Sold

be bought at figures we should now look
npos as being very moderate, No season has
brought us the high quality of materisl of
that just ended.

The whole field of literature was covered
in 191718 in a way pot seen before, some of
the great things appearing in quastities nn-
known to former times; and at pretty near-
Iy every male the attendance has been large,
representing buyers from all over the world.
The war made little or no difference to
those who wished to ndd to their eollections,
and the fact that one firm sold nearly
41,000,000 worth of books is sufficient evi-
denca that the buyers were not few, and
koew rare items when they saw them.

Heightened Prices.

Prices have many times been spoken of as
being abmormally high. The asswer,
** Where will you find another copy if you
don't take this one?'® wus usually conclu-
sive. It is to this copsideration mnd to ac-
tive eompetition that such prices are troce-
able. Thoee who want | the books were
willing to pay the prices established, and
we are therefose compelled to accept them
as being what sneh material was worth.

Not often does a season hring out such
calloetions aa have just been dispersed. The
Huntington duplicates must be considered as
forming the greatest lots offered —with one
possible execption, These rarities afforded
coll@etors and dealers opportunities the like
of which none had ever known in this roun-
try hitherto. Some of the dealers paid
many, many times the price they bad sold
the welfsame item to Mr. Huntington for.
His purchase of a number of great col-
leetions in England and this country had
given him many duplicates, and it was those
he did pot desire to keep that formed the
four sales that were held in his nane sinee
Deevmber 10,

Another lot that attracted those inter-
eateed in hooks was the Hagen collection, iy
muny comsidersd the finest sale of English
literature ever held in Ameriea  and sur-
passol by few on the other side.  As Mr.
Huntington did not have many of the
Hagen books he was an active eompetitor
ut the siale, through George 1), Smith, nnd
added many of the finest items to his other
treasures,

English Literature Ruled.

The one outstanding faet of the season
s that it was one in which English litera-
ture held sway above everything clse. There
were a number of important Americana sales
in this amdi other eitien, but apart from
the Huntington Americana and perbaps the
Caplin lot there was not much to eall out
buyers exeept oceasional atems in mixed
salis,

RBut offerings of Shakespeare,” Dryiden,
Milton and other of the eariier writers;
Keats, Shelley, Byron and other of the later
ones, were by far the largest in oumber and
rarity. Many items that appeared in aue-
tion catalogues unnoticed, selling for prices
less than $1. have been sold sinea the first
of the year for amaring sums becguse they
were properly plaeed. It has long been an
axiom of the awtion houses that a few
good items in o sale will not pull up the
jupk: and it is much more likely the junk
will pull down the value of the gnod ones.

Sold $2.000,000 of Books.

Many interesting wales have lLeen hold in
Hoston, New York and Philadelphia, some
of whirh have run well into the thousands
of dollars, It ja regrettind that the revuest
of Tug Svy tw the vanous coneerns to be
supplisd with information has not in all
cases been complied with so that a total

For Woodcraft Girls

‘V“"Jr WRAFT GIRLS IN THE
CITY tells how easy it 15 to have

n good tune and at the same time hve a
healthy sutdoor Lite, even if it does appear
that you are boxed up in a hot, stufly eity
apariment.  Lilhun Ehzabeth Roy, whe
has written several Wooderaft books he-
fore this one, shows here how Miss Miller,
the mude of this particular band of Wood-
cralters, made it possible for them to
spend a profitable and pleasant winter.
In the firt place when the girls got
back from their summer camp they found
ways of sleeping outdoors, either on the
roofs of apartment houses or in the rare
city vard.  Then Mizs Miller planned

week end camping parties until it was
1o eold to eamp anv longer, but even
then there were the games and the daneing
and the training of the Brownies, who
will be the next generation of Wooderaft
Girls, and all sorts of duties, such as

Went to Private Collections.

A considerable part of what was
sold -':{ into private collections which will
never be dispersed, finding a final resting
placs in the libraries of institutions or iu
publie libraries and never agsin appearing
at the auetion block. Few of our present
day collectors have the feeling that actuated
Edmond de Goneourt, who provided in his
will, *‘My wish is that my drawings, my
prints, my curiosities, my books—in a worl,
these things of art which have been the joy
of my life—shall not be coosigned to the
eold tomb of a mn:mm ;m mbjﬂ't-l'dh to
the stu glance of the careless passerhy;
but I reiguiu that they shall be dispersed
under the hammer of the auctioneer, go that
the pleasure which the aequirement of each
one of them has given me shall be gmvea
again in each case to some inheritor of my
own tastes. "'

Places of Sale.

The rooms in which sales were held were:
(', F. Libbie & Co., Boston; Anderson Gal-
lerien, American Art Asmsociation, Beott &
O 'Shaughnessy, the Walpole Galleries, New
York, and Btan, V. Henkels, Philadelphia,
Sales have Yoen held in other places at va-
rious times, but as these places are not
regularty engagrd in selling such material
as comes within the scope of this depart-
ment no account has been taken of ther
reaults, and this is also trne of eertain
places which purport to be auction con-
cerns whose methods are not recogmized by
buyers generally.

A3 n whole, the seanon past leads to one
conclusion: good books will ulways sell, the
limit of their value being measured solely
by the desire of buyers to own them. One
hears frequently the statement that thers
are no more great eolleetions to come on the
market; that scouts who go out searching
for rare iems report their inahbility to find
anythiog worth while, or that those they
meet decline to sell,  However this may be,
it is yet a faet that each season sees one or
more important sules in which collectors and
dealers in all specialtiea find what they
want. There are many old libraries 1o this
country that have never been tonched, and
there ulways comes a timoe when these posa
into hands that place little value upon them,
Then they edme on the market,

Facts and Figures.

The Anderson Gallerics repart that their
season  opencd  Devember 10, 1017, sea
which timie they have lield fifty sales. Tha
returns from book salem were $777,782.65;
from lettors, $44.621.70; fram prints, $19.-
21235 and from miscelluneons sales, which
included objscis of art, paiutings, &c., $171,-
218.50. Ther ootable sales were.  The
Huntington, parts 4-8; the Hagen: the
Giroved; Robinson: Shakespearinna, and the
Crimmina.  The season elosed on June 3,
and will reopen (October L.

The Americin Art Association report:
Season opened November 16; pumber of
sales, 13; returns from book sales, $118.350..
25; notable sales, Nuggets of American
History; Roberts’s Quakeriana; Brady li-
brury; Haywood first aditions; Hutehinson
Heirlooms; Bergen books and papers, Seq-
son closed April 10 ; will reopen at the eud
of Ortober. No figures are given for lotters
or prints,

Prospects for 1918-19.

For the season of 191819 it is said that
an abundanee of high class material is of-
fered in ali lioes, and that there will he
many interesting sales. The auction houses
may be relied upon to find apd secure many
choiwe Jots, and the settlement of estatos
will farnish a fruitful source of supply, to
say nothing of other regular sources. To
those who have material to dispose of it way
be suggested that there is po better time to
sell than when money is pleaty and new el
Isvtors are coming inta the field, ready to
pay any price they anay have to in onder to
secure what (hey want,

making tents and geiting ready for 1ha
summer again.

Every young mirl who wants to know
how to enjoy ety life in the best way
should read how to do 1t here, and if she
has any ntention of joining Wooderaft
she may learn all about those important
forms and symbols which go toward mak-
ing one a good member,

WOODCRAFT GIRLS IN THE CITY. Ry
LiLuiax Euzanern Roy. George H, Doran
Company. $1.20.

CASH FOR BOOKS

Highest prices paid for
BOOKS. AUTOGRAPHS.
PRINTS or other literary
properties. Cash down; prompt
1emoval.

Malkan®

New York's Largest Beok Siore
42 Broadway. Phore Broad 3900




